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Joy to the World 
A Christmas Program for Young Children 

(Early Childhood) 
 

Note to Director: See Leader Notes for additional helps for staging and preparing children for 

this program. 

Processional Hymn: Joy to the World LSB 387:1–2 

Congregation and Children: 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n and nature sing, 

 And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

The Invocation 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Responsive Reading 

Leader: The Lord is come! 

People: Joy to the world! 

Leader: The Savior reigns. 

People: Joy to the world! 

Leader: Let earth receive her King! 

People: Joy to the world! 

  



 

3 

 

Hymn: O Come, Little Children My First Hymnal, p. 48 

Congregation or Solo: 

O come, little children, O come, one and all, 

To Bethlehem haste to the manger so small. 

God’s Son for a gift has been sent you this night 

To be your Redeemer, your Joy, and Delight. 

Children: 

He’s born in a stable for you and for me; 

Draw near by the bright, gleaming starlight to see, 

In swaddling clothes lying, so meek and so mild, 

And purer than angels, the heavenly Child. 

See Mary and Joseph, with love-beaming eyes, 

Are gazing upon the rude bed where He lies; 

The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love, 

While angels sing loud alleluias above. 

Congregation and Children: 

Kneel down and adore Him with shepherds today, 

Lift up little hands now and praise Him as they; 

Rejoice that a Savior from sin you can boast, 

And join in the song of the heavenly host. 

 

The Message Presented by the Children 

The Story of Jesus’ Birth 

Reading: Luke 1:26–27, 30–32 

READER 1: In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 

Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 

And the virgin’s name was Mary. . . . And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for 

you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 

son, and you shall call His name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 

Most High.” Luke 1:26–27, 30–32 
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Action Rhyme: It Was Time 

Older Children: 

It was time for Jesus’ birth, Rock arms, as if holding a baby. 

Time for Him to come to earth. Point up, then slowly point to the ground. 

Joy to the world! Wave hands in the air. 

God the Father sent His Son, Hold hands up, then slowly move in front of body.  

Who would come for ev’ryone. Spread hands from front to sides. 

Joy to the world! Wave hands in the air. 

Jesus came to set me free; Make cross with fingers. 

Now, I tell my family: Point to congregation. 

“Joy to the world!” Wave hands in the air. 

Join us as we give this cheer: Put hands to ears, listening. 

Jesus Christ is with us here! Cup hands around mouth. 

Joy to the world! Wave hands in the air. 

Hymn: Now Sing We, Now Rejoice  LSB 386:1, 4 

Congregation: 

Now sing we, now rejoice, 

Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

 He from whom joy streameth 

Poor in a manger lies; 

 Not so brightly beameth 

The sun in yonder skies. 

 Thou my Savior art! 

 Thou my Savior art! 

All Children: 

Oh, where shall joy be found? 

Where but on heav’nly ground? 

 Where the angels singing 

With all His saints unite, 

 Sweetest praises bringing 

In heav’nly joy and light. 

 Oh, that we were there! 

 Oh, that we were there! 

Children in costume as MARY, JOSEPH, SHEPHERDS, SHEEP, ANGEL, and MANY ANGELS 

come forward and pantomime action and create a manger scene during the readings. 
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MARY and JOSEPH ENTER from the back of the room. MARY and JOSEPH stop and sit by the 

manger. MARY puts BABY JESUS in the manger. 

READER 2: 

The time was right for Christ to come; 

The promise would come true.  

A baby born in Bethlehem  

Would come for me and you! 

Song: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly  AGPS 138 

All Children: 

Infant holy, infant lowly, Rest head on hands. 

For His bed a cattle stall; 

Oxen lowing, little knowing Point up. 

Christ the child is Lord of all. 

Swiftly winging, angels singing, Gently move arms as if wings. 

Bells are ringing, tidings bringing: 

Christ the child is Lord of all! Point up.  

Christ the child is Lord of all! 

Flocks were sleeping, shepherds keeping Hold finger to mouth, as a “shush.” 

Vigil till the morning new 

Saw the glory, heard the story, Hold hands out near face in surprise. 

Tidings of a Gospel true. 

Thus rejoicing, free from sorrow, Wave hands in the air. 

Praises voicing, greet the morrow: 

Christ the child was born for you! Cross arms over heart. 

Christ the child was born for you! 

SHEPHERDS and SHEEP ENTER and stand in their field. ANGEL ENTERS and stands near 

SHEPHERDS. 

READER 3: 
This Promised One came for us all; 

He came to save from sin. 

Born in a lowly cattle stall,  

Would life on earth begin. 

A choir of angels in the sky 

Announced the special birth. 

Some shepherds in the fields nearby 

Heard, “Peace has come to earth!” 

Additional text and songs included in the full program. 


